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Is $5 too much?

Annual Conference Opportunities

While it's barely summer, it's time to plan ahead for
annual conference in the fall. The economy’s tight, gas is
skyrocketing, and you need a break from it all.

ABC-Florida 4th Annual Conference Scholarship

It's another great year for ABC-Florida and in an effort to
“pay it forward,” we've got our own scholarship to cover
the registration cost of attending Annual Conference.

To be considered, the only requirement is to be a
current ABC member who has never__ attended the
ABC Annual Conference. That's it—whether you're a
novice, a consultant, or a vendor member, send a
one-page letter describing how you would benefit

from attending the Annual Conference. ABC-FL will
award Annual Conference registration for one ABC
first time annual conference attendee.  Send your e-
mail to EliseABCFL@aol.com or written letter to Elise
Enloe, ABC-Florida State Coordinator, 660 Neile Ct.,
Oviedo, FL 32765 by July 1, 2008. The winner will be
announced at theState Meeting Reception on
Saturday, August 23 at the Hilton, St. Petersburg.
Personal information will be removed, and a committee will
select the recipient for publication in the fall Sunshine Dialogue.
By entering, you agree to attend the Annual Conference and
are responsible for airfare, accommodations, and all other
conference costs.

ABC-Florida Annual Conference Chance to Win

Don’t qualify for the scholarship? There’s anothey to get
your conference registration covered.

Attend a Local Networking Group Meeting between Naw
August 5th and get purchase a raffle ticket—or sdveABC-
Florida’s Local Networking Groups will be sellingance to
win tickets at all ABC-Florida activities for $3@aor 2 for $5.
Proceeds pay for the winning conference registngges and if
we sell enough we’ll donate the rest to the Missdilyy
Scholarship Fund, or maybe can even include asitefdinner.
Check for the next LNG meeting near you by visitiige-
florida.com.

Questions? Comments? Do you have something for the
newsletter? Deadline for the next Sunshine Dialogi s
August 31st. Contact Elise Enloe, MBC, state coordi  nator
at EliseABCFL@aol.com or 407 977-9338.

ABC-FL 2008 Calendar

(FREE) ABC—the Knot Webinar
Tuesday, May 27 7:00 pm EDT. Register via
link on abc-florida.com

(FREE) Not Quite Cruisin’ Luncheon
Sunday, June 8, Carnival “Legend” Tampa
Register required by May 14:
abcfltampalegend.eventbrite.com

(Not) Just for Novices Workshop
Sunday, July 19 Casa Monica, St. Augustine
Register: abcflnovicestaug.eventbrite.com

(Not) Just for Novices Workshop
Satruday, August 2, Howard Johnsons
Miami Airport, Hialeah. Register:
abcflnovicemiami.eventbrite.com

(FREE) Not Quite Cruisin’ Luncheon
Sunday, August 3, Carnival “Valor, Miami
Registration required by July 9:
abcflmiamivalor.eventbrite.com

ABC-FL State Meeting — Save the date!

Friends, Food, Fun
e 11 somerhing for everyone!

You're invited o artend

ABC-Florida Branch
Srare Meeting 2008
j ‘\u:-n.:ﬁt 13-14
Hilton, 5t. Perershurg

Check out the menu
Make vour reservacion

abeHalacarte.eventbrite.com

Visit www.ABC-Florida.com for updates/changes.




Southeast Regional Meeting—Jamaica —No Worries!

Sandals, the ‘Luxury-Included’ experience...

The opportunity to visit the Ocho Rios locations of Sandals
would be given to the ‘lucky 25’ who were able to point 'n
click in the nick of time for just the cost of airfare as the
Southeast Regional Conference organized by Sonya
Scott, Tennessee State Coordinator and Calandra Terry,
Alabama State Coordinator. Knowing that this was an
opportunity for a free ‘vacation/learning’ experience, |
knew that | had to make sure that | was in front of my
laptop at 3 PM on Superbowl Sunday. | knew this trip
would provide me a first-hand Sandals experience to
confidently refer Sandals for my clients.

As members of the Association, we sometimes overlook
the opportunities that our Association provides to us. |
have been guilty of missed revenue because | did not take
the initiative to ask one simple question, “Would you like
us to help you plan your honeymoon?”

March 30" finally arrived. | headed to the airport in
Orlando at 6AM. When | entered | saw a familiar face,
Thelma Braithwaite, a fellow PBC™ in line; however the
line was nearly out the door. | walked up to her to hear
that our flight from Orlando to Ft. Lauderdale was
CANCELLED! Cancelled? Wait a minute, | thought, this is
not going to happen. When we finally got in front of the
ticket agent, we were both in ‘Consultant’ mode. Taking
the chance to wait for a later flight was out of the question,
they could not guarantee that we would make our 1:30
connecting flight in Ft. Lauderdale. Of course, we started
offering solutions:

- Can you pay for a cab to transport us down? No, it's a
liability on their part.

- Can you put us on another airline? No, they no longer
have partnerships with other airlines.

- Will you pay for a rental? Again No, it's a liability on their
part.

We would get ourselves to Ft. Lauderdale; it is now 8:30

AM... "Are you willing to refund our tickets and we drive

ourselves to Ft. Lauderdale?” YES (finally a yes!). By this

time, a fellow Chamber member, also waiting for the Ft.

Lauderdale flight, had switched her car rental to Orlando

and offered us a ride down with her to Ft. Lauderdale. We

pulled up to the terminal drop-off at noon. Thanks to quick

problem solving on our part, we were able to take the

connecting flight.

Ahhh! Finally in Jamaica, we welcomed the warm
sunshine. The Sandals experience begins the moment
you exit customs. You're welcomed at the Sandals
reception area at the airport with refreshments while
attendants tag your bags for your resort aarrange your
transfer. Once on the motor coach for our transfer we
began our ‘tour’ along the countryside highway toward
Ocho Rios. The driver offered some interesting facts about
the areas along the way, and stopped midway for us to
stretch our legs, grab a snack and use the restrooms.
Ninety minutes later we arrived at SANDALS GRANDE
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OCHO RIOS BEACH & VILLA RESORT. The one thing |
noticed immediately was everything was how open and
relaxed everything was. No standing in a line with your
luggage to check in. Instead, we were welcomed in a
parlor to sip on champagne and nibble on fruit and
cookies while the concierge checks you in. Our room was
one of four in beautiful villa with its own pool. Each room
was stocked with refreshments. As you stood on the
balcony you looked down the mountain into the ocean, to
say it was breathtaking is short of describing how
beautiful and serene it was.

The next two days were packed with learning. We visited
four resorts on Monday. Each resort had something
different to offer and would provide a unique experience
to any couple. Exhausted, our final resort was Beaches,
and it was hilarious to see 36 women turn into little girls
when the Sesame Street characters came to tell us good-
bye. | personally got to take a picture with my favorite,
Ernie! Our evenings provided a fine dining experience at
the various restaurants. Tuesday we learned about all of
the other Sandals, Beaches and Royal Plantation
locations in the Caribbean and had an awesome
marketing presentation by Calandra Terry, PBC™.
Alabama State Coordinator.

Some of us were able to visit the Sandals Royal
Caribbean in Montego Bay on the way to the airport. The
trip was an incredible way to experience the Sandals
Resort honeymoon option for my clients. Armed with
knowledge of the resorts and the categories of service
they offer, | returned invigorated and challenged myself to
book a few Sandals trips over the next year. The week |
returned | met with two new prospective clients and
confidently recommended that they consider Sandals for
their honeymoon or bachelorette excursion.

As Kim Sardo, Sandals marketing representative said in
Jamaica, “Sandals has aligned itself with only the best in
the industry.” They selected the Association of Bridal
Consultants because of our standards and our
commitment to giving our clients the best. | can proudly
say this is a great marriage because as far as “All
Inclusive” goes it does not get any better than Sandals.

Kerline Docteur, PBE"
Joie de Vie Weddings & Events, Inc.

Elise’s p.s.

| have to add that this was another incredible example of
ABC-Florida’s shining. Members from other states were
impressed with how well Florida members work together,
and many asked about starting Local Networking Groups
to improve collaboration in their areas. Florida members
attending are pictured on page 4. Pictured right are (top)
Sandals Ocho Rios, (middle) Thelma Brathwaite, Bert,
Ernie, and Kerline Docteur, and (bottom) David Wood
with Judy Zimmerman enjoying a coconut break




Brides Against Breast Cancer

Tampa beat Orlando again this year with gown sales,
raising $33,000 to Orlando’s $32,000, a difference of
about one gown, but both teams can be extremely proud
of their efforts. Tampa can now boast of making the
largest single sale ever. However, south Florida, a late
entrant got off to a great start with over $17,000 sales for
their first gown sale, and could be next year’s contender
for the lead. It's all for a great cause, so we're all winners,
but we do plan to have a gown sale in Tallahassee next
year, and to break $100,000 in gown sales for 2009.

Orlando’s sale on March 14-15 actually kicked off with a
Sneak Preview on Thursday evening, with a buffet
provided by Levan’s Catering. Brides had 2 hours after
dinner and the fashion show to try on and buy gowns and
sold nearly $9,000 in gowns that evening alone! The real
highlight of the evening, however, was Sara VVon Braun,
on the right in the above picture, who after modeling,
removed her wig, and shared her experience fighting
breast cancer as she undergoes chemotherapy.

As this initiative grows, it's impossible to list all ABC
volunteers and sponsors for this event, but without YOU,
this would not be possible. THANK YOU!




ABC-Florida “delegation” at Southeast Regional Meeting - Sandals Ocho Rios, Jamaica (seated) Lisa Burnett, Kim Sardo (Sandals),
Maria Diaz, (standing L-R) Cassandra Cherneski, Jessica Giordano, Christine Terezakis, Melda Fischer, Thelma Brathwaite, Tammy
Waterman, Stacey Palmer, Elise Enloe, Kerline Docteur, Danette Saylor, Cindy Morley, and Judy Zimmerman.

A little more from Sandals




East Meets West Meeting

On February 28, 2008, about sixty-five ABC members, wedding
professionals, and UCF Rosen students from Central and West
Florida met at the Club at Eaglebrooke in Lakeland for the
Florida Branch annual meeting that was properly called
“Somewhere in Between”.

The room décor was inspired by the theme “A Night by the
Lakes” which included a beautiful wedding cake, tall
centerpieces with branches and white flowers, modern white
chairs, midnight blue and ice blue organza linens, blue lighting
on the walls, balloon decorations and plant favors.

After dinner and announcements, Elise Enloe, State Coordinator
and Nyrka Riskin from Entertaining Designers, surprised
everyone with “Get a Clue,” a networking event hosted by Lisa
Jennings from Wildly Different. This unique event kept the
audience active and entertained. The objective of the activity
was to discover who murdered the mother of the bride by finding
the correct suspect (Baker, Musician, etc.), location (Bachelor
Party, Wedding Reception, etc.) and weapon (Bow Tie, Spike
Heels, etc.) by a specific time in order to participate in the prize
drawing. It was quite a fun and interactive way to network with
our peers!

At last but not least, we would like to thank our sponsors for
making this meeting successful and our members for supporting
ABC Florida Branch.

Toni Tassoni, Connie Duglin (ABC MEMBER)

Carol Hawley, The Wedding Green House (ABC MEMBER)

Rose Robinson, The Guest Book (ABC MEMBER)

Lindsay Cosimi, Room Service (ABC MEMBER)

Cindy Morley, Eventful Moments on Land and Sea (ABC MEMBER)

Jeffrey Evan Mufson, Jemstar Entertainment (ABC MEMBER)

Lynne Curran, Lynn Wedding Specialties (ABC MEMBER)

and the following Lakeland area vendors:

Brenda Johnson, Vintners Cellar

Andrea Reed, Sweet Cakes

Vicki Waymier, Flowers by Edith

William Andino, Sound Wave Productions

And Lisa Jennings, Wildly Different (ISES Member)

Pictured are (L-R) Laurie Portella, Melissa Toohey and
Kerline Docteur working the Brides Against Breast Cancer
Booth at the Orlando Wedding Professionals Show, Cranes
Roost, Altamonte in March.

Local Networking Groups

Gala Submitted for Esprit Award

Our ABC

Conference

“Gala at the

Grove” has

been

submitted

for an Esprit

Award “Best ISES Team Effort” by Elisa Delgardio and her
ABC-ISES planning team. Showcasing the best of Central
Florida’s ABC and ISES members, Elisa felt that the Gala
demonstrated incredible teamwork by area wedding and event
professionals working together.

We'll know in a month or so if our gala is selected as a finalist—
to be awarded at ISES Eventworld Saturday, August 23, 2008 at
the Renaissance Vinoy Resort & Golf Club in St. Petersburg.
For more information on Eventworld and ISES Awards, visit
http://isesew.vtcus.com/. To learn more about Esprit Awards,
visit, http://isesew.vtcus.com/pdfs/2008_Call_for_Entries.pdf

LNG meetings are listed on our website,
www.ABC-Florida.com. Meeting invitations are by
e-mail only, so please ensure you have a valid e-mail
on www.bridalassn.com and don’t block those
emails. Welcome new LNG co-directors!

Central Florida East - Meets monthly,
4th Thursday, luncheons
Elisa Delgardio 407 896-1476
orlandocoordin8tor@earthlink.net
321 662-9125
kerline@joiedevieevents.com
352-428-6144
Melissa@devineeventdesign.com
Central Florida West - Meets monthly,
4th Thursday, evenings
Tamara Waterman 727 321-1480
tammy@eventsbyspecialmoments.com
813 651-9900
Lori@elegantplans.com
813 982-1133
paula@a-listevents.com
Northwest (panhandle) - as scheduled
Danette Saylor 850-212-0438
info@goldengatherings.com
Kenya Washington  850-591-3010
kwashington@eventplanningforlife.com
Northeast - as scheduled
Lisa Burnett 904-268-1429
lisa@elegantweddingsbylisa.com
Cassandra Chernesky 904-613-1228
cassie@flaireweddings.com
904-226-4658
cheryl@avowtwokeep.com
South - Seeking Leadership - get involved!
Lori Patterson 954 927-8899
info@amaffair.com
Want to get involved? Contact LNG coordinators
or Elise Enloe, EliseABCFL@aol.com.

Kerline Docteur

Melissa Toohey

Lori Lakus

Paula Deartiaga

Cheryl Raby
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- . : Over 350 Florida wedding professionals could
0
80% of brides plqn their wedding be READING YOUR AD RIGHT HERE
online. This space is available — just $25 per edition,

or $80 for 1 year prepaid (4 editions).
Send your business card sized ad (3-1/2” X 2") in Word,

: : . . Publisher, or .jpg format with payment by to ABC-Florida,
web hosting domain registration . . .
custom designed websites email accounts with webmail 660 Neile Ct., Oviedo, FL 32765 or via www.paypal.com
options starting as low as $5/month to EliseABCFL@aol.com.
Contact Heather@firstcoastweddings.com or visit Ad f_ees will help defray pr!ntmg and mallmg costs a”‘?' a
www.bridalconsultants.org for more information portion of each ad fee will be contributed to the Miss

Dorothy Scholarship Fund on behalf of ABC-Florida.
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