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I had to get the newsletter out early! Greetings AB C-Florida! 
What an incredible Spring! ABC-Florida is off to a dynamic start in 
2008. So I’m putting the calendar here — right on the front page! Put 
these dates in your planner,  Details and registration links for most 
events can be found at  the “new” www.ABC-Florida.com  ~Elise 
Enloe, MBC, ABC-Florida State Coordinator 

S u n s h i n e  D i a l o g u e 

T h e r e ’s  S o  M uc h  Ha p p e n i n g  

I was recently at a Starbuck's with 
a client, enjoying a cup of coffee 
and just discussing her upcoming 
wedding and ordering invitations 
when some man walked directly 
towards us, looked at us both and 
then slammed my laptop shut 
(which was directly in front of me) 
and ran out the door with it! 
 

We both chased after him, which 
was not the smartest thing to do 
since our purses were still inside 
the Starbuck's! Luckily, he did not 
have someone in the store to grab 
those as well! 
 

There's a lot to said for nothing bad 
happening to either one of us but I 
know a lot of us out there have our 
lives in our laptops! I have a 2-year 
old and 5-year old, and photos/
videos of them that can never be 
replaced! Let alone all the time I’ve 
spent trying to recover all my files 
(computer was only 10 months old 
and I had not backed it up yet). 
 

I just want to warn everyone to be 
mindful of your belongings! And 
take a minute now to back up your 
files - such a simple thing to do and 
yet so many of us don't! 
 

Tracy L. Marini 
Eventfully Yours, Winter Park, FL 

C o u l d  i t  H a p pe n  t o  
Yo u ?  

East-West LNG Meeting  6:30 - 8:30pm Thurs, February 28th 
 The Club at Eaglebrooke, Lakeland 
Register/RSVP@ http://abcfleastwest2008.eventbrite.com 
 

Brides Against Breast Cancer Gown 
Sale - Ft. Lauderdale 

March 7-8th 
Embassy Suites, Ft. Lauderdale (airport) 
Contact Lori Patterson, ABC, 

lori@amaffair.com to volunteer 
 

Brides Against Breast Cancer  March 14-15th 
Gown Sale - Orlando  UCF Alumni Center 

Orlando 
Info: http://babcgownsaleorlando.eventbrite.com  
 

Brides Against Breast Cancer  March 21-22 
Gown Sale - Tampa  Tampa Westshore Marriott Hotel 

Tampa, FL 33607 
Contact Tammy Waterman, tammy@eventsbyspecialmoments.com 
 

1st Wedding Planners Destination Review (free if you qualify) 
 March 27 - 30 
 Gran Meliá Puerto Rico 

Contact Jenny Santiago, Puerto Rico Convention Bureau 
jsantiago@prcb.org by 2/25 if interested 

 

Southeast Regional Meeting  March 30 - Apr 2 
Sandals Ochos Rios (free) (10 Florida members attending!) 
 

Almost Cruisin’ Lunch on  Sunday, April 13 
Carnival “Valor” Miami (free) Details forthcoming 
 

Expanding Horizons : April 27 
Let Your Business Blossom Orange Regional History Center,  

Orlando 
Info/register: abcexpandinghorizons-bb.eventbrite.com 
 

Almost Cruisin’ Lunch on  Sunday, Jun 8 
Carnival “Legend” Tampa (free) Details forthcoming 
 

ABC-FL State Meeting  August 23-24 
 Tampa - details forthcoming 

Questions? Comments? Contact Elise 
Enloe, MBC, your state coordinator at 
EliseABCFL@aol.com or 407 977-9338. 



On January 1, 2009, the Association of Bridal 
Consultants will combine its membership 
advancement track and its educational advancement 
track into a single point system for membership 
designations. The purpose is to have ABC titles 
reflect a member’s formal education and home-study 
course training, as well as his or her real world 
experience and industry contributions. The 
membership revision will streamline membership and 
education membership "tracks", and "raise the bar" 
while recognizing industry experience, leadership, 
and professional industry contributions as part of 
ABC membership designations. New membership 
designation requirements are available on ABC’s 
website, www.bridalassn.com, and are optional for 
2008. 

What does it mean to you?  
The Points Assignment List will be used for 
Consultant and Vendor membership categories. 
Event portfolios and essays will be required at 
Accredited and Master levels.  A panel presentation 
is required for Master level. 

 

Points are earned in 5 different areas: 
· Education and Professional Development  

(10 points required) 
· Professional Industry Experience 
· Leadership/Participation 
· Professional Industry Contributions  
· Related Activities 
 

For examples of each, download the complete New 
Membership Designation from  
www.ABC-Florida.com. 
 

The applicant is responsible for supplying proof of 
each item. Please do not burden the ABC staff for 
copies of certificates that you should have. 

AB C  M em b er sh i p  P o i n ts  
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Points Achieved
   

Cumulative Membership  
Designation Earned  

0 – 24.75 points Novice Level  
(Wedding Consultant or Vendor)  

25 – 49.75 points  Consultant/Vendor Level 
(Wedding Consultant or Vendor) 

50 – 74.75 points Professional Bridal Consultant / 
Professional Wedding Vendor  

75 – 99.75 points  Accredited Bridal Consultant / 
Accredited Wedding Vendor  

100 points or 
above  

Master Bridal Consultant /  
Master Wedding Vendor  

When applying for your designation, print the pages 
and check the box next to the points you are using. 
Supply acceptable evidence/documentation – 
please provide copies only – no originals! Also, 
keep a copy of whatever you submit. Once ABC 
reviews your application and enters your 
designations into the ABC database, your copies 
may not be returned. You are responsible for 
retaining your original application and all supporting 
documentation. 
 

Each time you apply, you must submit full evidence 
of all points earned, so keep your records in a safe 
place. Check off the categories you feel you have 
earned using the points grid, along with copies of 
the proof you are submitting as evidence. 
Unorganized or incomplete documents will delay 
your application. Signed letters of recommendation 
may be part of your points qualification 
documentation, but should all be included as part of 
your application and not mailed separately.  
 

Don’t worry. The process is simpler than it may 
sound at first and NO ONE goes “backwards.”  If 
you choose NOT to advance to a higher level of 
membership, you are still required to submit 
evidence of at least 6 hours continuing education for 
membership renewal. Your membership designation 
from ABC only remains valid with a current ABC 
membership. 
 

During the transition period from January 1, 2008 
through December 31, 2008, members may join or 
be considered for designation under either the 
current membership system or the new points 
designation system, however, new application fees 
will take effect as of August 1, 2008. 
 

The new system will be covered in several ABC-
Florida LNG meetings this year, so be sure to attend 
or e-mail your questions to EliseABCFL@aol.com. 

Q. Is the Professional Development Program (PDP) 
mandatory for new members?  

A. ABC recognizes that there are many ways to 
transition into the wedding industry. Most will join at 
the novice or consultant/vendor level. ABC has not 
made taking the PDP mandatory, however, for new 
members, taking the PDP will be necessary to 
advance to consultant or vendor member in the least 
amount of time. Completing the PDP with Exam 
accrues 8.5 points; completion of Weddings as a 
Business accrues another 1.5 points for the minimum 
10 Education/Professional Development points for 
consultant/vendor membership. Tenured members 
who have attended ABC seminars and annual 
conferences could acquire their required 10 education 
points via these methods without completing the PDP, 
but it takes longer. 



L o c a l  Ne tw or k i n g  G r o u ps  

LNG meetings are listed on our website,  
www.ABC-Florida.com. Meeting invitations are by  
e-mail only, so please ensure you have a valid e-mail 
on www.bridalassn.com and don’t block those 
emails. Welcome new LNG co-directors! 
 

Central Florida East - Meets monthly,  
 4th Thursday, luncheons 

Elisa Delgardio 407 896-1476 
orlandocoordin8tor@earthlink.net 

Kerline Docteur 321 662-9125 
kerline@joiedevieevents.com 

Melissa Toohey 352-428-6144 
Melissa@devineeventdesign.com 

Central Florida West - Meets monthly,  
 4th Thursday, evenings 

Tamara Waterman 727 321-1480 
    tammy@eventsbyspecialmoments.com 

Lori Lakus 813 651-9900 
 Lori@elegantplans.com 
Paula Deartiaga 813 982-1133  
 paula@a-listevents.com 

Northwest (panhandle) - as scheduled 
Danette Saylor 850-212-0438 

info@goldengatherings.com 
Kenya Washington 850-591-3010 

kwashington@eventplanningforlife.com 
Northeast - as scheduled  

Lisa Burnett 904-268-1429 
lisa@elegantweddingsbylisa.com 

Cassandra Chernesky 904-613-1228 
cassie@flaireweddings.com 

Cheryl Raby  904-226-4658 
cheryl@avowtwokeep.com 

South - Seeking Leadership - get involved! 
Lori Patterson 954 927-8899
 info@amaffair.com  

Want to get involved?  Contact LNG coordinators 
or Elise Enloe, EliseABCFL@aol.com.  

AB C  C o n s u l tan ts  J u d g e  “ I r on  
V i de o g r a p h e r ”  C o m pe t i t i o n  

January “Gasparilla” meeting at Don Vincente with ice carving 
demonstration by Ice Magic. (L-R) Elise Enloe, Lori Lakus, 
Kenny the Ice Carver, Paula Deartiaga, and Tammy Water-
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The 4Ever Group recently held their annual conference in 
Orlando. Thanks to ABC members who helped ‘man’ the ABC 
booth on January 22nd and 23rd. Additionally, three ABC 
consultants served as judges for the 4Ever Group’s First Iron 
Videographer Competition. Val Daily commented, “Being a 
judge gave me the chance to hear about and see what type of 
product my clients should be able to receive. My expectations 
are now higher then ever because what I saw was more like 
film making rather than just capturing video!”  

Pictured are (L-R) Val Daily, PBC, LaBella Storia, Kerline Docteur, 
PBC, JoiedeVie Events, Terry Taravella, “the Iron Videographer,” 
and Jennifer Reed, Magnolia Solutions. 3 



To get the most out of your membership—please provide your e-mail to ABC (mbrsvc@bridalassn.com) or 
drop an e-mail to EliseABCFL@aol.com.  Your e-mail allows you to receive notices of local networking group 
activities, apprenticeships and other activities, and reduce mailing costs.   
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Elise Enloe, MBC™ 
ABC Florida State Coordinator 
660 Neile Ct. 
Oviedo, FL  32765 

Contact Heather@firstcoastweddings.com or visit 
www.bridalconsultants.org for more information 

�  web hosting �  domain registration �   
custom designed websites �  email accounts with webmail 

options starting as low as $5/month 
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Over 350 Florida wedding professionals could 
be READING YOUR AD RIGHT HERE  
This space is available — just $25 per edition,  
or $80 for 1 year prepaid (4 editions).  
Send your business card sized ad (3-1/2” X 2”) in Word, 
Publisher, or .jpg format with payment by to ABC-Florida, 
660 Neile Ct., Oviedo, FL  32765 or via www.paypal.com 
to EliseABCFL@aol.com.   
Ad fees will help defray printing and mailing costs and a 
portion of each ad fee will be contributed to the Miss 
Dorothy Scholarship Fund on behalf of ABC-Florida.  


