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ABC-FL Scholarship:
And the Winner is....

Diana Higgins
CONGRATULATIONS!

The second annual ABC-Florida Scholarship is awarded
to an ABC member who has never attended annual
conference, whether novice, consultant, vendor, or
auxiliary member.

Interested applicants wrote a one page letter describing
how they would benefit if given the opportunity to attend
the Business of Brides, ABC’s Annual Conference. The
scholarship pays registration fees only, and the winner
agrees to pay for transportation and accommodations if
selected.

Personal information is removed from applicant’s letters
before being presented to a selection committee. This
year there were five applications, and | know the decision
was not easy as all the applicants were deserving of the
scholarship but the committee selected the best. ~Elise

ABC-Florida

EVENT FAIR
SHOW OFF YOUR BEST
EVENT OF 2005/2006 AND WIN
Bragging Rights (and some other
worthwhile prizes) at the
Southeast Regional Meeting
(details inside) August 27-28th.

LOOKING November 2007
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Conference will be here in Florida in 2007! As this
goes to press, site selection is underway. As we
approach 300 members in Florida, we should have
strong attendance from the Florida delegation. Save
the dates NOW for November 11-13th, 2007.

We're looking forward to a lot of work, and our

opportunity to host the best annual conference ever.

STAY tuned for further updates..... ~Elise

Here's Diana’s Essay:

From the moment | joined the sales
team at the Hyatt Regency Grand
Cypress in Orlando in 1994 and
met the resort's wedding
coordinator, | knew instinctively |
would ultimately offer a similar
service to others. Although my
career path has taken several
twists and turns through the
hospitality industry, as a recent
graduate of the Professional
Development Course (ABC), | can proudly say | have
finally arrived at my destination ... | am a "Professional
Bridal Consultant".

With my company in its fledgling stages, my hospitality
background and the respected reputation | have earned
within the Orlando business community offer sound
resource bases as my client numbers increase.
However, | need to learn more! ... | want to broaden my
knowledge of the wedding industry from business
operation and web site management, closing sales,
marketing / advertising, etiquette, client interaction to
remaining current of the latest fashion and trends. |
cannot think of a better way to acquire this knowledge
than through life experience both first hand and shared by
peers and a broad range of professionals in the wedding
industry. Participation in educational programs,
membership in professional organizations and growing a
network of resources are also extremely important
avenues of learning for me.

As a member of both the Association of Bridal
Consultants and the Wedding Professionals of Central
Florida, | believe that every contact | have already made
and every experience | share allows me to take from it an
even clearer understanding of how | can succeed in
providing exceptional service to my clients and exceeding
their expectations. As a consultant, my goal is to provide
professional service to couples who feel my personality,
style and ability compliment theirs to achieve the wedding
of their dreams. It is at this point | will consider my
business to be a success.

When returning from this conference, | hope to bring with
me a clearer, sharper vision for the growth and direction
of my business, keener insight into my clients' needs and
the ability to deliver services for a successful event.



Central Florida East
Local Networking Group

Feeling the Momentum of Steady Growth: ABC's
Central Florida East Local Networking Group has
blossomed under the co-direction of Elisa Delgardio, PBC
and Lisa Konecny, PBC. The level awareness of the
ABC LNG has gained steady ground in a market

that hosts monthly meetings of Orlando based chapters
of ISES and NACE, as well as the Wedding Professionals
of Central Florida and the Orlando Wedding

Guild. Recognizing the challenge to grow the LNG with
so many different groups vying for the time and attention
of both members and potential members, Lisa and Elisa
worked closely to develop monthly luncheons; they
strongly believed that consistency would be key to

the success of the LNG. They felt that the meeting focus
should be on education and networking, so most
meetings contain an educational segment or presentation
in addition to networking over lunch. A typical Central
Florida East LNG Luncheon averages 22 attendees, yet
the April LNG meeting at the historic Casa Feliz in
Winter Park (above) shattered that average with 20
members and 25 potential members (guests). Past
meetings have been held in wedding venues such as The
Orange County Regional History Center and the Ritz
Carlton Grande Lakes, others provided a more hands on
experience - like our visit to BBJ Linen showroom.
Planning for monthly meetings has become a more long
range process due to the increased number of
professionals who have become aware of our group and
it's goals. We have a number of sponsors and hosts
lined up for the summer and fall months. Meetings will
continue to offer variety, more opportunities for

members to educate and be educated through
networking, and raise awareness of our organization.
~-submitted by Elisa Delgardio, PBC, LNG Co-Director

( A Flair for Affairs, Orlando)

Adapted from Kate Lorenz,
CareerBuilder.com

Being able to remember names is a
valuable skill for both the business
and social arenas. The following
techniques can help you eliminate
"whatshername" and "whatshisface"
from your vocabulary and remember
the names of everyone you meet.

Be interested. Many of us don't even catch the other
person’'s hame when they're being introduced; so the first
step to remembering a name is to pay attention.

Verify. Unless the person has introduced himself to you,
verify what he or she wishes to be called. Asking what
they prefer will not only cement the name in your mind,
but ensure you are using the name that pleases them.

Picture the name written across their forehead.

Franklin Roosevelt continually amazed his staff by
remembering the names of nearly everyone

he met. His secret? He used to imagine seeing the name
written across the person's forehead.

Imagine writing the name.

Relate the name. Try to associate a person's name with
a familiar image or famous person.

Use it. Tryto use the name three or four times during
your conversation. Use it when you first meet, when you
ask a question, and in your departure.

Record the name in a "new contacts" file. Keep a
record of new contact names and information, including
where and when they met.

Annual Conference

It's just around the corner—Annual Conference. Whether
it's your first or you're a seasoned veteran, here’s some
pointers.

- Save money—share aroom. You'll hardly be there
except to sleep, and it's one more way to meet
someone new and share great wedding ideas and
experiences.

Plan to arrive rested (if possible). You'll be on the go
from Sunday afternoon through Tuesday evening, so
plan to arrive early Sunday and stay through late
Tuesday, or better yet, leave Wednesday morning
(better flights).

Attire for most functions is business casual. Since
climate can be unpredictable, pack a sweater. For
the optional off-site dinners, one night is usually
casual and the other night is more formal attire.

Most of your meals are included in your registration
fee.

Leave empty space in your luggage to bring home
lots of goodies and information from the conference.






ABC-Florida 2006

Calendar n\’\ted
\ s
e su\taﬂ
August 6 - Pensacola, Sunday U Y a\ cont N\eenng
Brunch, Noble Manor B&B, §o(:\a“0 0 e{\NOV
details to right 10 t‘(\ePE3 B ranch N

Flonda

August 7 - Tallahassee,
Luncheon, details to right

Sunday August 27th , Novice
Workshop and Monday ,
August 28th ABC-Florida

“Taking it to the Top”
Regional Meeting, Orlando,
details on page 5.

November 12-14th , ABC
Annual Conference, at the
Broadmoor, Colorado Springs,
CO - no state meetings
scheduled, details on page 3.

Sunday Brunch in Pensacola
When: 1:00 pm, Sunday, August 6th
Where: Noble Manor 110 W. Strong

St., www.noblemanor.com
Cost: ABC Members $8 or

bring a vendor/guest/friend - 2/$15
Topic: Consultant-Vendor Collaboratid
RSVP: http://abcpensacola.mollyguard.co

Monday Lunch in Tallahassee
When: 11:30 am, Monday, August 7th
Where: Cabot Lodge Thomasville, 1653

Raymond Diehl Rd., cabotlodge.com
Cost: ABC Members $15; bring along &
friend/guest - 2/$25
Guest: Allison Rich, Mrs. Tallahassee US
RSVP: http://abctallahassee.mollyguard.com
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Local Networking POCs

ABC-Florida EVENT FAIR

Central Florida East - Meets monthly,
4th Thursday, luncheons
Elisa Delgardio 407 896-1476
orlandocoordin8tor@earthlink.net
407 366-6640
Eevents@cfl.rr.com

Central Florida West - Meets monthly,
4th Thursday, evenings
Tamara Waterman 727 321-1480
tammy@eventsbyspecialmoments.com
813 651-9900
Lori@elegantplans.com
813 982-1133
paula@a-listevents.com
South - Meets quarterly
Lori Patterson 954 927-8899
info@amaffair.com
561 733-9277
meetings@bridalassn.com

Northwest (panhandle)

Lisa Konecny

Lori Lakus

Paula Deartiaga

Steve Ledewitz

Seeking leadership

Northeast - getting started
Heather Trimboli 904-246-7634
heather@firstcoastweddings.com

Want to get involved? Contact Elise Enloe, ABC-Flo  rida
State Coordinator. EliseABCFL@aol.com
DEADLINE FOR NEXT NEWSLETTER INPUT :

Sept 15th, 2006. Watch for your Winter
ABC-Florida Sunshine Dialog in October 2006.

at the Southeast
Regional Meeting, August 27-28th.

#$ %& ()
$ *
+ ]
/
0 )1
!/ 2%33 333
2%3 333
/ 4 - 5
/ & 16 &
0 % '337 O
#3 '33(! , 2%3 -
* 1! 4
!
+ 1
, 4
89 ! Y0#9; <#9<;=7




ABC-Florida Branch Upcoming Meetings

ABC-Florida is hosting
a Southeast Regional Meeting

Taking it to the Top

Finally! An ABC
meeting for seasoned
consultants and
wedding vendors to
take your business to
the next level.

Name
Join ABC-Florida Branch
for a networking reception, Address
6:30 pm Sunday, August 27th City ,FL zIP
and a full day Monday, August 28th, 1 phone E-mail

9:00 am - 4:00 pm at the Doubletree
Castle Hotel, International Dr.,
Orlando, featuring:

David Wood Ill, ABC President
Barbara Wallace, MBC, CSEP, author
of "Wedding Vendor Handbook - Get
To the Top and Stay There"

Lovelynn Jensen, PBC, Wedding
Consultant to "Wedding Crashers”
Heather Snively, PBC, Wedding

Sign me up for
() 4 - 9>9

=8%7 9 2%=7
) 4 - 9-
)y 2 1 2+

=&%72<3!33

(
(
Total amount enclosed: $

REGISTER on-line NOW with credit card payment at
http://abctothetop.mollyguard.com,  or make checks payable
I'to “ABC-Florida” and mail to: Elise Enloe, ABC Florida State
Coordinator, 660 Neile Ct., Oviedo, FL 32765
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Sunday, August 27th, 9:00 - 4:30 pm at
Doubletree Castle Hotel, Orlando

(Not) Just for Novices Workshop with ! Name
Elise Enloe, ABC™, State Coordinator | Address
. . . |
Inma] Consultation (hands-on practlcg) City CFL zIP
Closing the Deal (from lead to commitment)
Pricing and contracts (bring what you're us- Phone E-mail

ing or plan to use)
Apprenticeships, co-ops, bridal shows, and
marketing
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Workshop and “Taking it to the Top” Reception on Sunday, |
August 27th. RSVP by 7/15—prepaid only: :
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guirement for advancing to consultant status
Luncheon speaker Lovelynn Jensen, PBC,
Wedding consultant to Wedding Crashers
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web hosting domain registration
custom designed websites email accounts with webmail
options starting as low as $5/month

Contact Heather@firstcoastweddings.com or visit
www.bridalconsultants.org for more information

Over 300 Florida wedding professionals could be
READING YOUR AD RIGHT HERE

This space is available — just $25 per edition,

or $80 for 1 year prepaid (4 editions).

Send your business card sized ad (3-1/2" X 2") in Word,
Publisher, or .jpg format with payment by July 15th to
ABC-Florida, 660 Neile Ct., Oviedo, FL 32765 or via
www.paypal.com to EliseABCFL@aol.com.

Ad fees will help defray printing and mailing costs and a
portion of each ad fee will be contributed to the Miss
Dorothy Scholarship Fund on behalf of ABC-Florida. I "
p.s. If you like the touch of color,-we’ll continue it. 6




